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EXPRESS YOURSELF!
FROM CHORUS TO KARAOKE
TO CIVIL WAR SONGSTRESS
It’s a gorgeous summer day on the
grounds of Historic Lyme Village in
Bellevue, the air filled with the scent of
wood smoke and the warm tones of a
trumpet calling beyond the imposing
brick of the John Wright mansion. As
Brigadier General Eli Beachy pauses to
shake the hand of President Abraham
Lincoln, the sound of a single voice suddenly rises over the conversations of
uniformed soldiers and civilians alike,
singing of the beauty of America.
That voice belongs to Donna Lichvarcik, a woman of many
interests and talents, and the event is a three-day Civil War reenactment involving over 300 men, women and children dressed in
period clothing, many camping on the village’s
grounds and cooking over small fires for the weekend. Mike Rey, Community Employment Job Developer for the Huron County Board of Developmental
Disabilities, worked with Donna and Lyme Village
executive director Beachy, a former professor of
American history and cultural studies, to showcase
Donna’s singing at the event.
“It was our chance to take Donna from the 21st
century for a little while,” Beachy said. “She wants
to live in the 19th century with us. The reenactors
taking part in this event are the best of the best,
and are highly regarded. This will be the first true
Civil War reenactment at the Village. Mike brought
Donna in to audition for me, and she wasn’t a bit
shy. We were happy to have her be a part of this weekend, and to
give her the opportunity to perform. Let me put it this way: If she
weren’t good, she wouldn’t be here singing.”
The Lyme Village performance isn’t Donna’s first experience
singing in public. She has done karaoke and sung with various
groups, including the Fairview Park Community Chorus and the
Cleveland Metro Chorus, but her creative interests don’t stop there.
“ I love to sing, draw, cook; I was an usher at Playhouse Square
in Cleveland,” Donna said. “I won a scholarship to take art classes at the Cleveland Museum of Art, and just had my first gallery
opening at Norwalk High School [with Artists’ Open Studio]. I
love to design clothes, especially medieval pieces, and make jewelry. Mike and Eli were in cahoots about this singing job, so I volunteered. I’m glad I did.”
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MOMENTS FROM THE 4TH

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
August 22

October 10

August 23

October 18

Staff Inservice
Programs Closed

Columbus Day
Programs Closed

Christie Lane School Open House
4-6pm

August 24

Board Meeting at 6pm

October 21

CLS Closed
for Teacher/Parents Visits

First Day of School
Christie Lane School

November 11

September 5

Veteran’s Day
Programs Closed

Labor Day
Programs Closed

November 11-12

September 20

Board Meeting at 6pm

Ohio Adult Siblings Conference
Dublin, Ohio

October 7

November 15

Staff Inservice
Programs Closed

Board Meeting at 6pm

Trauma-Informed Care Seminar
Norwalk High School, 9-4:30

November 23-25
Thanksgiving Break
Programs Closed
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FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
It’s hard to believe that another
school year has arrived already!
The summer has flown by, just
like it seems to do every year. This
is always an exciting time for us,
looking forward to seeing our students again, and discovering all the
ways in which they’ve grown and
changed over the past few months.
There will be some new faces
and names for our students and
families to learn this fall, as we’ve
had some staffing changes. We’ve
scheduled an open house at Christie Lane School for Tuesday, August 23 from 4 to 6pm to give
everyone the chance to spend a little time together; then we’ll
welcome the official start of school bright and early the next
morning.
Happy learning—
we can’t wait!

HELPING TO HEAL TRAUMA
TRAUMA-INFORMED CARE: FACILITATING
HEALING, RESILIENCY AND HOPE
Trauma has many causes, such as chronic or sudden illness
or disability, physical and emotional abuse, bullying, relationship loss, or the death of a loved one. It has many faces, too,
ranging from the person who no longer speaks or allows physical or eye contact, to the one who seems to act like everyone
else, yet experiences constant failed relationships or misunderstandings because of a lack of self-esteem or trust in others.
Supporting people who have been victims of trauma—or
understanding and working through trauma of your own—can
be an overwhelming task. To learn more about this life-changing issue, join us on October 7 from 9am to 4:30pm at Norwalk
High School’s Fisher-Titus Learning Center, 350 Shady Lane
Drive, for a training presented by certified trauma specialists
Mary Vicario, LPCC-S and Carol Hudgins Mitchell, M.Ed.,
LSW, NBCCH. Registration closes on September 26, and space
is limited. For a registration form, or for more information,
contact Julie Tyler at 419-668-8840, extension 1449, or j.tyler@
hurondd.org.

WANTED: YOU!
The Huron County Board of Developmental Disabilities
wants to ensure that individuals and families have choices in
their services and supports—and they are providing support
and information to potential independent providers to make
that happen.
Q: What is an independent provider?
A: Providers are independent business owners, not employed
by the state, certified to provide direct services to people with
disabilities who are on Medicaid waivers.
Q: What does an independent provider do?
A: Providers work as part of a team, which is usually made up
of the person with the disability, family members or a guardian
(if applicable), the SSA (service and support administrator) from
the Huron County Board of DD, and any other people chosen by
the person with the disability to be a member of his or her support team.
Q: What are some examples of services to be provided?
A: Services may include transportation to medical appointments; grocery and personal shopping; community activities
and recreation; assistance with banking and bill-paying; help
with cooking, cleaning, laundry and home care; and assistance
with bathing and personal care.
Q: How is a provider chosen?
A: The Huron County Board of DD is committed to a Free
Choice of Provider process. When an individual expresses a
desire to find a provider, an Individual Profile is created, and all
providers who want to work with people in Huron County will
receive that profile via e-mail. Once all the interested providers
have responded, the individual (and any team members asked
to participate) will conduct interviews and choose the provider
who is the best fit. The Huron County Board of DD does not
guarantee that any provider will be chosen; this is entirely up
to the person who will be receiving the services.
Q: What do I need to do to become an independent provider?
A: You must be at least 18 years of age; have a valid Social Security number and valid driver’s license/other government-issued
photo ID; have a high school diploma or GED; be able to read,
write and understand English; hold American Red Cross certification in First Aid and CPR; undergo a BCI background check,
state-provided web-based orientation and training, and annual
refresher training; be able to provide the agreed-upon services
personally; and maintain a current U.S. mail and e-mail address.
Q: How can I find out more?
A: Contact Julie Tyler, Director of Compliance and Provider Relations at HCBDD, at 419-668-8840, extension 1449. Start making
a difference today!
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