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From the first day of school to a place of his
own: Hunter's story
By Barbara Wrabel
Hunter Love’s former bus driver at Christie Lane School remembers the first day he climbed up
the steps and locked his dark eyes with hers.
“He was just a little guy; maybe around kindergarten age,” Marcia Smith recalled. “He was still
so little that he had a hard time getting up the steps into my bus. They said they weren’t sure
how he’d do with me, or whether he’d like riding the bus. So I talked and joked with him —
even though he wouldn’t say anything back to me — and we did just fine. We just connected.”

That connection has remained
over the ensuing 15 years or so,
though Marcia isn’t Hunter’s bus
driver anymore. She works as an
aide at Christie Lane School,
where she began helping Hunter
to develop work-related skills over
the past several years.
“We did work experiences at Sirna
& Sons in Norwalk, sorting fruits
and vegetables, then building
boxes. We went to Miller’s, where
Hunter was wiping down handles
at first, but progressed to stocking
shelves — which he liked a lot
better," Smith said.
"His job coach with OOD
(Opportunities for Ohioans with
Disabilities) last summer said he
actually did better on more
complicated jobs because he
seemed to enjoy the challenge, and she gave him a really good review. He’s going to be doing
that job again with OOD this summer; we’re hoping it rolls over into regular work, because
Hunter is definitely motivated.”
Smith contacted the job coach and volunteered her time last summer “to help her understand
Hunter and know how to work with him, since he doesn’t say a lot."
She added: "I wanted it to be a good experience for everyone.”

As Hunter will be graduating from Christie Lane School
this spring, staff has focused on helping him to hone
his communication skills with his iPad “so it becomes
second nature to him, and he can connect more with
other people who don’t know him,” Smith explained.
“We’re working on locations — like right, left, under,
on top — and also trying to help him to increase his
speed in putting sentences and ideas together, mostly
with the use of pictures. He takes challenges well; he’s
a little bit on the competitive side," she said.
Hunter has also volunteered at The Chapel in Norwalk
with the support of Christie Lane School staff, cleaning
toys in the children’s playroom twice monthly, and assembling church bulletins at Trinity
Lutheran in Monroeville.
“What I love about Hunter is that he’ll try everything; he never quits,” Smith said. “He has a
‘never give up’ attitude. He might get frustrated, but he won’t get upset or angry, and he
won’t stop trying.”

Robin Hunt, Hunter’s Service and Support
Administrator [SSA] at the Huron County
Board of Developmental Disabilities, has
watched him blossom as the years have
passed.
“Hunter has matured tremendously over the
past six years; he’s definitely come out of his
shell," Hunt said. "He’s been living with a
housemate and getting in-home supports
from REM Ohio for about five years now,
and loves that sense of independence.”
Hunt recently helped him to get an
emergency response button so he could
take walks without staff in his neighborhood,
with the approval of his grandmother and
guardian, Kathy Love.
“As far as Hunter’s future after graduation is concerned, I think he’ll be very successful working
in the community,” Hunt said. “He’ll need some job coaching initially, but if he likes the work, I
feel he’s more than capable of great success. Hunter truly wants to work, and that’s huge.”
When he’s not at school or working on job skills, Hunter likes riding his bike, swimming, and
playing on his iPad. He is also an avid Norwalk Truckers fan, according to his SSA and his
family.
Kathy Love looks back over Hunter’s 22 years with laughter and great affection.
“It was an experience!" his grandmother and guardian said. "We grew and learned together
as a family, and it was rocky at times. But he’s come so far in his life! I have the Huron County
Board of DD and Christie Lane School to thank for the help, because they gave us the support
we needed and pointed us in the right direction.
"I’m so grateful for his SSA, Robin — she’s one of a kind," Love said. "And Marcia Smith has
given a lot of her own time to support him at work. Hunter moved out on his own a few years
ago, and he has just excelled with the help of his staff at home. He’s happy, and he’s grown
into quite a young man — but he still calls me every morning between 7:20 and 7:30 a.m. while
he’s getting ready for school, just to check in.”
Love has great hopes for her grandson as he continues to mature and become more
independent. “Do I worry about him getting out in the working world after he graduates? Of
course I do. Not everyone in the world is always kind,” she said.
But with the supports that are in place in his life, and with Hunter’s determination and "never
give up" attitude, his team believes the future looks very bright.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Barbara Wrabel serves as community outreach specialist for the Huron
County Board of Developmental Disabilities.
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