ALWAYS THERE...FOR FIFTY YEARS!
CELEBRATING A HALF-CENTURY OF SERVICE
Back in October of 1967, with the goal of providing better and
more consistent services, Ohio created our unique system of 88 county boards to support people with developmental disabilities. And 50
years later, the county boards of DD are as important in the lives of
families and our community as they have ever been.
Here in Huron County, efforts to meet the needs of people with
disabilities began 11 years earlier. In January 1956, a small group of
determined parents—with the help of the Huron County School Superintendent, Health Department, and Welfare Director—organized
the Huron County Council for Retarded Children. In the fall of that
same year, the first classroom was established with 12 students, one
teacher, and one aide. From that point, and with the loyal support
of Huron County citizens, the program steadily grew, expanding to
include services to infants, toddlers, and adults with disabilities as
well.
Many of the significant changes to how county boards support
people with developmental disabilities have been driven by parents
and families—the same people whose voices and concerns were a
driving force behind the formation of county boards of developmental disabilities 50 years ago. Those closest to the challenges have been
some of the strongest champions of change to ensure the fullest lives
possible for their family members.
In order to celebrate a half-century of service statewide, the Huron County Board of DD and other county boards around Ohio have
adopted the theme Always There for 2017. The theme reflects that
Ohio’s system is a unique one in several different ways:
• Funds are raised and services are managed at the county level,
not the state, to provide better program fit into our communi		 ties, and to ensure that the services provided make sense
		 based on the needs of the people we support.
• Statewide, the system supports more than 90,000 children and
		 adults, many of whom will need that help throughout their
lives, with services based upon the specific needs of each
		person.
• Lifelong support includes cost-effective funding of services
such as preschool, Early Intervention and K-12 school-age
		 services, residential support, employment, advocacy, and
		 education to support a person’s connection with the commu		nity.
Today, critical needs for people of all ages continue. And despite
federally-mandated changes in the way some services are provided
(for example, not allowing county boards to run sheltered workshops
like CLI anymore), the mission of the Huron County Board of Developmental Disabilities—to “inspire people with developmental disabilities to contribute to the communities that are important to them,
and to achieve the life they want”—remains the same.
The Huron County Board of DD remains the primary source
of funding through our valuable partnership with Huron County
voters. We will continue to provide and allocate money for services
for the people we support, and to monitor those services to be sure
they’re cost-effective and appropriate.
As we reflect on the past 50 years, we also look forward to the future. We will continue to offer vital supports and resources to people
with developmental disabilities and their families, to advocate and
celebrate alongside them, and to work together with them to discover
what makes their lives full and meaningful.
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LOCAL ARTWORK TO TOUR STATE
Hard work, creativity, and a unique vision are being recognized
in a big way for four artists involved with Artists’ Open Studio
(AOS), housed at the Huron County Board of DD. Studio director
Lynda Stoneham assisted Hallie Cox, Deb Dietrich, Jesse Fields, and
Tammy Twaddle to submit their handiwork to the Accessible Expressions Ohio 2017 exhibition and tour.
The annual event, organized by VSA Ohio, the State Organization on Arts and Disability, gathers and judges original works of
art from individuals with disabilities from all over Ohio. The pieces
selected will be available for viewing in Columbus for the month
of March, and the artists honored in a ceremony in Westerville on
March 25. The winning artwork will then go on tour for display in
multiple communities throughout the state for the rest of the year.
In its 21st year, Accessible Expressions Ohio “helps raise awareness about art and disability by presenting the art in inclusive settings,” according to the VSA Ohio website.
Left:
Picket Fence
by Tammy Twaddle

Below:
Fresh Snow
by Deb Dietrich

Below:
Unexpected Shower
by Jesse Fields

Right:
Island Lighthouse
by Hallie Cox
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FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
All of us here at HCBDD are
looking forward to the month of
March with a lot of excitement!
March is Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month in Ohio, and
many county boards around the
state have special events planned
to promote the public’s awareness
of the work we do and the people
we support.
We currently have two special
events in the works. On Thursday,
March 23, we’ll be hosting a Huron
County Bears vs. Huron County
Celebrity All-Stars charity basketball game at Norwalk High
School’s main gym at 6pm. Donations of canned goods and
non-perishable items will be accepted at the door, with all
proceeds benefiting the Norwalk Salvation Army. It’s a great
opportunity to have a little friendly competition and a lot of
fun, and help our fellow community members at the same
time. We hope to have lots of people come out to cheer for
their favorite players!
The second March event on our calendar is our annual DD
Awareness Breakfast, which will take place on Friday, March
31 at 9am at our building on South Norwalk Road. The theme
of the breakfast will be “Always There,” in recognition of the
50th anniversary of the formation of county boards of developmental disabilities in Ohio, and the fact that we’ve been
honored to be a part of so many lives for so many years. Our
commitment to the people we support never changes, even
through changing times; we can’t wait to see what
the next 50 years will bring.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March is DD Awareness Month!
March 10

Staff In-Service Day: PROGRAMS CLOSED

March 21

HCBDD Board Meeting, 6pm

March 23

Bears vs. Huron County Celebrity All-Stars
Charity basketball game, Norwalk High School, 6pm

March 29

Help Me Grow/Early Intervention Spring Fling
HCBDD Offices, 4-6pm

March 31

Annual DD Awareness Breakfast
HCBDD Offices, 9am

April 12

Wear Blue Day
Raise awareness of Child Abuse Prevention Month

April 14-17

Easter Break: PROGRAMS CLOSED

April 18

HCBDD Board Meeting, 6pm

May 3

Help Me Grow/Early Intervention Mom’s Night Out
HCBDD Offices, 5-7pm

May 5

Staff In-Service Day: PROGRAMS CLOSED

May 16

HCBDD Board Meeting, 6pm

May 29

Memorial Day: PROGRAMS CLOSED

The 2016-17 Huron County Bears
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